The sensational writing workshop for GBTQ men
G sessions in january and february

Sensation as spark: first the body feels, then feelings and thoughts move — and we observe the material
produced, how it comes to words, how it uses language resources to elaborate and make experience
take form in literature.

The SENSATIONAL WRITING WORKSHOP for GBTQ men is a series of five sessions, one
dedicated to each different sense: sight, hearing, touch, smell and taste. We will depart from either
memories or actual sensation from experiences in the group. Then based on our notes, we will work
resources studied in small collection of texts we will read together, do specific writing exercises and use
all the experience to create a short text, in any genre, but whatever genre is chosen the focus will be on
language, that we can share in the group for feedback. At the end, we will produce a small collection we
can share with people who would like to read us.

Every session begings with warm ups for writing, and the study one or more types of language resource
we are going to use in that session. Then we move on to the experience, each focused on a different
sense. We take notes, we find ways to apply the resources we have been studying, and we composse
first drafts. We read some more after that, and everyone leaves with a little bit of homework to do. In
the last encounter, the sixth, we read our work and choose what we really like to build a little magazine
together.

The objective is to use the body and its integration with thoughts and feelings to find language material
that will bring us to reflect upon what to do and how to use language. This will also be filtered by our
own feelings and ideas on queer masculinity and masculine bodies — our own and the ones we desire.

Any impairment, impediment or deficiency should not stop you from joining if you want, as different
experiences make more experience.

Language
The workshops are conducted in English but other languages may be used for production. We will find
ways to read, if you chose another tongue more familiar to you.

Material
A notebook and a pen.

Group
8 to 12 people.

Cost
Free.

Applications
https://forms.gle/ GTuhyKVsnDu8dkuh7



Programme
Note: the selection of artists to be analysed is indicative and may change with the dynamics of the

group.

Session One: SMELL (date: Jan 20)

Resources: Like scents, repetitions can create , recreate and echo sensation. We are working with the
incantatory aspects of written language like the anaphora (the repetition of words) and alliteration (the
repetition of sounds).

Aprtists: Perfume Genius, Jonsi, Langston Hughes, Walt Whitman, Jean Genet, Jodo Gilberto Noll, Ross
Gay.

Experience around perfume.

Session Two: SIGHT (date: Jan 27)

Resources: How do we use objects and what they look like to convey sensation, feelings or ideas. We will
work with the symbolism of objects, images, colours, light and darkness to produce more intense
meaning. We will work with the word substitution resources, like metaphor and metonymy.

Aprtists: Frank O’Hara, James Merill, James Baldwin, Derek Jarman, Mark Doty, Jean Cocteau
Experience with photography.

Session Three: TASTE (date: Feb 3)
Resources: Taste, like smell, gets in the body. We used smell to create atmosphere and now we will refer
to taste to produce associations, beginning with memory.

Aprtists: Roxane Gay, Michel Proust, Ocean Vuong, Richard Siken, Caio Fernando Abreu.

Experience with spices.

Session Four: HEARING (date: Feb 10)
Resources: Sound, rthythm and silence. How do we work the sonority and cadence to create effect? We
will work metrification and rhyme, as well as pause, and we will write out loud.

Aprtists: Anne Carson, W.H. Auden, Hart Crane, John Ashbery, Fernando Pessoa, Arthur Rimbaud.
Experience with music.

Session Five: TOUCH (date: Feb 17)

Resources: The final sense is the one we use to search the other. What can touch someone when we
write. Where does relatability come from and how can we use our bodies to find it? How does it
happen in words? How can words imprint our body, our skin, and how is our skin imprinted by words.
Here we will deal with the issue of truth and exposure, and ways for leaving our confessions open
enough to the reader to locate their own experience.

Artists: Hervé Guibert, Al Berto, C.P. Cavafy, Leonilson, Thom Gunn
Experience with textiles.
Session Six: How to make things even stranger (date: Feb 24)

This is when we discuss our texts, how we can make them say more, be more concentrated and intense.
We may have material for a little magazine by then!



